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“Money is a better servant  

than a master.” 
 

 
Due to a recent personal experience, 
this is a reminder to request your free 
annual credit report from all 3 credit re-
porting agencies. This is important to 
help prevent identity theft and to confirm 
that your report is correct. One out of 
every five people has had errors on their 
reports. See the next page for the web-
site. 
 
Sincerely, 
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CREDIT REPORTS 
 
 

Recently I was notified that as a result of a purchase I made via the web, that my credit card 
may have been compromised since the company used to process the credit card transaction 
had reason to believe that an individual/organization had access to the info. Rather frighten-
ing since I received the letter 3 months after the transaction. 

 
Your credit report can be an asset (or a liability) and you should request your free annual 
credit report which is available at www..annualcreditreport.com or 1-877-322-8228. Please be 
aware that there are many companies that encourage you to get your credit report through 
them however they are not free and you will be charged a fee. The 3 credit reporting agencies 
are TransUnion, Equifax and Experian and it is recommended that you request an annual re-
port from a different agency every 3-4 months since they can vary. If the info is not correct 
you will need to prove that there is an error. 
 
Requesting your credit report is considered a “Soft Inquiry” and has no impact on your credit 
score. Please be aware that your free credit report does not include your credit score which is 
available for a small fee ($12-$15). 
 
For your information, there are 5 factors that affect your credit score which can range from 
350-850. 
 
1.Payment history     35% 
2.Amount owed compared to credit limits 30% 
3.Length of credit history    15% 
4.New credit within 2 years              10% 
5.Type of credit (revolving or installment) 10% 
       ____  
       100% 
 
Your credit reports and credit scores matter more than ever. Make it a priority to maintain and 
protect.            
                      



 
 

AMERICAN FAMILIES TODAY 
 
As the economy has changed over the past few years, families have made adjustments. The 
following information which may be of interest has been taken from a study compiled by Harri-
son Group Inc., a leading market research and strategy consulting firm headquartered in 
Waterbury, Connecticut. 
 
 “The Survey of Affluence and Wealth in America: 2009 was sponsored by Neuberger Berman, a 
mutual fund and wealth management company. Families responded to the following topics: 
                                                                                                                                    
            Percentage 
PLANNING & BUDGETING:                                                                                       Agreed 
• I have done a good job of making my household more fiscally responsible.            88% 
• My household has a monthly household budget to which we try to stick to.       61% 
• I am buying fewer big ticket items now than I did a year ago.                73% 
                                                                                                                             
 HOUSEHOLD DECISIONS SHARED EQUALLY 
   (Between Husband and wife)                                                           Him          Her 
• Buying homes/real estate                                                             77%          93% 
• What we watch on TV                                                                 82%          84% 
• Buying cars                                                                                 63%          82% 
• Major household purchases                                                         78%          79% 
• Important matters concerning children                                        84%          78% 
• Planning vacations                                                                       68%          62% 
 
WOMEN RUN THE HOUSEHOLD: 
• Cooking/Getting food on the table                                               15%          71% 
• Interior Decorating  (layout and colors)                                        5%          61% 
• Scheduling household activities                                                     7%          60% 
 
MEN OWN THE TOOLS: 
• Hi-tech product purchasing (computers and televisions)            65%          11% 
• Gardening/lawn maintenance                                                      47%          20% 
 
IMPACT OF FINANCIAL MARKET ON INVESTMENT APPROACH:                          Total % 
• No effect                                                                                                                 45% 
• More conservative                                                                                                  44% 
• More Aggressive                                                                                                     11% 

 
CONCERN FOR CHILDREN:                                                                            Agreed                     
• I make it a point to discuss finances with children.                                                   73% 
• I have taken specific steps to educate my children about financial decision making.   68% 
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Note:  Articles written by local professionals have been obtained from resources which I feel are reliable. However, 
their accuracy or completeness is not guaranteed. They are included as a service to share information and are not 
paid advertisements. 
  

 Any information in this newsletter should not be acted upon without professional advice.  
 ©2009 Edna J. Thompsen, Fee Only Financial Advisor 

Focus on Finances 
 
Edna J. Thompsen, CFP® 
12707 North Freeway 
Suite 465 
Houston, TX    77060 
www.ethompsen.com 

 

 FINANCIAL TIDBITS 
 
• The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC) offers a Pension Search directory 

at www.pbgc.gov/search as a tool for people who  may have lost track of a pension 
earned during their careers. Texas has 1,987 participants who have pension funds to 
be claimed. The unclaimed dollar amount is approximately $6.86 million. 

• Since people are living longer, the life insurance industry has adopted new actuarial 
tables as of January 1, 2009. All policies must be issued with rates that extend 
through 121, replacing tables that end at age 100. 

• Historically, the market is weakest in the first calendar year of a presidential term and 
strongest in the 3rd year. The average market return for the first term in 5.3%. The 
average for Democrats is 10.8%. Source: Morningstar 

• Are you aware that financial pain and loss can increase addictive and compulsive be-
havior? Be aware of any habits taken to the extreme. 

• To assist with college funding, check into the following websites: 
  Scholarships: www.collegeboard.com, www.scholarships.com,  
     www.fastweb.com 

 Student Loans: www.simpletuition.com, www.studentloanmonkey.com 

 Page 4 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



